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WE HOLD THE LINE

In the Philippines, journalist Maria Ressa and her team from the news platform Rappler fight for
democracy and against president Duterte and his “war on drugs”.

In many countries of the world democracies are eroding from within. In some countries they are dying.
It is a death by a thousand cuts. In the Philippines, journalist Maria Ressa and her team from the news
platform Rappler fight against a violent president who executes tens of thousands of people with death
squads and turns the country into a dictatorship. Maria is the last woman standing in an unjust war
and is being recognized for holding the line against the downfall of democracy by TIME magazine as
person of the year in 2018.

Facts, first class journalism and kindness are her defense. She becomes a target of a legal smear
campaign by the government and is being imprisoned twice. Duterte weaponizes social media and the
law to control the country. Facebook trolls hunt her online and in real life to silence her. The
documentary gives a rare behind the scenes access to Maria and her staff and accompanies them
over a year during threats to their work and life. Victims of the war, critical politicians in hiding and
members of the death squads give insight into the real “war on drugs” of president Duterte.

“When | look back a decade from now, | want to make sure | have done all | can. We will not duck, we
will not hide, we will hold the line.”
- Maria Ressa

Film Details

Marc Wiese | Germany 2020 | 52/93 min | Production: Dreamer Joint Venture | English, Tagalong |
Politics, Society, Journalism, Democracy, Human Rights

Bio/Filmography

Marc Wiese (director), born in Dortmund in 1966, has been making documentaries for 25 years and is
a member of the Federal Association of Directors. He has worked in many conflict areas around the
world and has won numerous international awards for his films, which include KANUN and PICTURE
OF NAPALM GIRL.

His film CAMP 14 has received 15 film festival awards and has been shown on NETFLIX, CANAL +
and more than 20 countries worldwide and was rated by the BFI as “one of the most important
documentaries of our times”.

Territories/Rights sold: Germany, France (TV, ARTE) World Premiere
Norway (TV, NRK)
Denmark (TV, DR) *
Switzerland (TV, SRF)
Sweden (TV, SVT) cpH:DOX
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